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Project Abstract :

My proposed project will investigate the use of the term “the people” in political, literary, religious, legal, and aesthetic discourses and trace how what constituted “the people” shifted in England during the period from the 1790s to the 1840s. In the contest over an identifiable “people” between conservatives and radicals, one individualist and elitist and the other collective and populist, neither side would conclusively win out and accurately define what constitutes a “people.” Instead, as my dissertation will argue, the systematization of the “people” into a “public” filled the gap between the empty signifier of the “people” and any actual represented or signified subjects. For the workshop I will begin research into my chapter on radical journalism and the sedition trials during the 1810s and 1820s through the work of the radical publishers T. J. Wooler and Richard Carlile. Providing a new understanding of the representational and non-representational politics of the “people” during the Romantic period, the work of these two publishers serves as an alternative to the dominant conservative and radical positions of the early nineteenth century, particularly in terms of Wooler’s concern with legal representation and Carlile’s integration of Paineite radicalism with evangelical millenarianism.

